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It has been widely suggested on lexical processing in first language (L1) that
sentence contexts facilitate word recognition. However, the previous studies did not
examine what variables are more facilitative for prediction of the up-coming words in
sentence contexts.

Besides, little researches have been carried out in the lexical

processing in second language (L2). Therefore, the question is still open concerning
how structural differences between L1 and L2 influence the processing of L2 words.
The present study aims to investigate the contextual effects on lexical processing in
sentences of Japanese as L2.
Two experiments were conducted using a sentence correctness decision task in
mixed-language sentences.
university students.

The participants were 44 graduate and undergraduate

All of them were Chinese (Mandarin)-native speakers learning

Japanese at super-advanced and less-intermediate proficiency level. In experiment 1, the
stimulus sentences were L2 sentences embedding L1 target words (eg.ῳ߳ߩ ࡊ
ࡦ࠻ߪ ᚻߢߔ). The target words had meanings that were congruous within the
semantic context of the L2 sentences, while the sentences VKRXOG EH MXGJHG ³LQFRUUHFW´
because the target words were not L2 real words.

The structures of the stimulus

sentences were in three types of sentences; noun-predicate, adjective-predicate, and verb
(two-argument verb)-predicate sentences. The response latencies to judge the sentence
correctness, namely the reaction time were measured for each sentence for each
participant. In experiment 2, the L1 stimulus sentences were created in the identical way
with experiment 1 (eg.៥ ୰དⳟ ⬏).
The result of Experiment 1 showed that the verb-predicate sentences had
statistically significant effects on lexical processing for the super-advanced learners, but
not for the intermediate learners.

The verb-predicate sentence was composed of a

ORFDWLYH DGMXQFW ZLWK SDUWLFOH ³ߢ´ HJ ㌁ⴕߢ) and an internal argument (object of a
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WUDQVLWLYHYHUE ZLWKSDUWLFOH³ࠍ´ HJ ߅㊄ࠍ 7KHSDUWLFOH³ߢ´DVVLJQV WKH VHPDQWLF
UROORISODFHWRWKHDGMXQFWDQGWKHSDUWLFOH³ࠍ´JRYHUQVWKHVWUXFWXUDOUHODWLRQVEHWZHHQ
WZR ZRUGV OLQNHG E\ ³ࠍ´ VR WKDW WKH UHDGHUV FDQ SUHGLFW WKH VSHFLILF WUDQVLWLYH YHUE 
7KHUHIRUHLWLVUHDVRQDEO\VXJJHVWHGWKDWWKHadvanced L2 learners can effectively utilize
WKHV\QWDFWLFDQGVHPDQWLFLQIRUPDWLRQRISDUWLFOHVGXULQJSURFHVVLQJWKH-DSDQHVHZRUGV
LQVHQWHQFHV,QH[SHULPHQWRQWKHRWKHUKDQGQRVLJQLILFDQWGLIIHUHQFHVZHUHGHWHFWHG
DPRQJWKUHHVWUXFWXUHVIRUHLWKHUJURXSRIOHDUQHUV  ,WLVEHFDXVHWKHSDUWLFLSDQWVFRXOG
UDSLGO\DQGFRUUHFWO\UHFRJQL]HWKHHPEHGGHG/ZRUGVLQ/VHQWHQFHVUHJDUGOHVVRIWKH
VHQWHQFHVWUXFWXUHV  ,QDGGLWLRQDQLQWHUHVWLQJILQGLQJLQH[SHULPHQWZDVWKDWWKHHUURU
rates of the super-advanced JURXS ZHUH VLJQLILFDQWO\ KLJKHU WKDQ WKRVH RI
OHVVLQWHUPHGLDWH JURXS DOWKRXJK OLQJXLVWLF WUDQVIHU JHQHUDOO\ RFFXUV IURP / WR / 
7KLV UHVXOW LQGLFDWHV WKDW WKH / OHDUQHU ZLWK QHDUQDWLYH / SURILFLHQF\ WUDQVIHUUHG /
NQRZOHGJH LQWR / ZKLFK LPSOLHV WKDW / DQG / OH[LFDO UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ VKDUHV WKH
VHPDQWLF UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ VR WKDW ERWK / DQG / OH[LFRQ PXWXDOO\ DFWLYDWH WKURXJK WKH
VKDUHGVHPDQWLFUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ 
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